(5                  GUIDE TO  EDUCATION   ACT

will not realise the aspirations of educational
reformers towards a free highway from the
elementary school to the University, it certainly
brings these aspirations a step nearer to reality.
Sec. 4 (4) enacts that " In schemes under this
Act adequate provision shail be made in order
to secure that children and' young persons shall
not be debarred from receiving the benefits of any
' form of education by which they are capable of
profiting through inability to pay fees." The
Act is a remarkable achievement for a time of
war, and is a testimony alike to the skill and
enthusiasm of the President of the Hoard of
Education and to the revival of interest hi
education which has marked the last few years.

In the region of ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
the Act abolishes all exemptions below the age
of 14, it provides for the extension of com-
pulsion up to 15, and allows selected schools
to keep voluntary pupils to the age of 16 and
beyond. For these additional years of schooling
there is provided a great widening and deepening
of elementary instruction. School fees are to be
totally abolished (except in special schools for
defectives, etc.), medical treatment as well as
inspection -will become universal, juvenile
labour is further restricted, and broken school
terms will be avoided.

FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION will be
envisaged as a whole through the obligation
to frame schemes for the organisation and
co-ordination of these branches of work right
up to the University, and for the first time
the educational duty of the state towards
adolescents is recognised in the establishment
of free compulsory continuation schools for